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somewhat obviated by frequent voyages; for a part
of these pettifoggers would sooner conquer some new
land, remaining under the dominion of the King, than
follow up their cause here with so much loss, delay,
anxiety, and labor. And, in this respect, I consider
all these poor savages, whom we commiserate, to be
very happy; for pale Envy doth not emaciate them,
neither do they feel the inhumanity of those who
serve God hypocritically, harassing their fellow-creat-
ures under this mask: nor are they subject to the
artifices of those who, lacking virtue and goodness
wrap themselves up in a mantle of false piety to
nourish their ambition. If they do not know God,
at least they do not blaspheme him, as the greater
number of Christians do. Nor do they understand
the art of poisoning, or of corrupting [34] chastity by
devilish artifice. There are no poor nor beggars
among them. All are rich, because all labor and
live. But among us it is very different, for more
than half of us live from the labors of the others,
having no trades which serve to the support of human
life. If that country were settled, there are men who
would do there what they have not courage to do
here. Here they would not dare to be wood-cutters,
husbandmen, vinedressers, etc., because their fathers
were pettifoggers, barber-surgeons, and apothecaries.
But over yonder they would forget their fear of being
ridiculed, and would take pleasure in cultivating
their land, having a great many companions of as
good families as theirs. Cultivating the soil is the
most innocent of occupations and the most sure; it
was the occupation of those from whom we have all
descended, and of those brave Roman Captains who
knew how to subjugate, but not how to be subjugated.
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